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ñYou appeared to the world 
today, and Your light, Lord, 
has left its mark upon us.ò 

 

We hear these words in one of 
the Epiphany hymns which we 
celebrate on January 6. Think 
about that: ñYour light, Lord, 
has left its mark upon us.ò 
 

Is this a true statement? Have 
each of us allowed the light of 
Jesus Christ to leave His mark 
on our lives? And what does it 
actually mean to have the light 
of Christ shine upon us? What 
impact should His divine light 
have in our lives? 
 

These are some important 
questions to reflect upon as we 
begin a New Year. Any serious 
Orthodox Christian should 
longingly desire to have the di-
vine light of our Lord shine 
within our hearts! 
 

There is a beautiful prayer of 
the Church that can shed some 
understanding to what impact 
the light of Christ dwelling with-
in us will have. Maybe each 
one of us can try to memorize 
this prayer, and say it through-
out this New Year: 
 

Shine within our hearts, Lov-
ing Master, the pure light of 
Your divine knowledge and 
open up our eyes that we 

may understand the mes-
sage of your divine Gospel. 
Instill in us also reverence 
for Your blessed command-
ments, so that having con-
quered sinful desires, we 
may pursue a spiritual way 
of life, thinking and doing all 
those things that are pleas-
ing to You. For You are the 
light of our souls and bod-
ies, and to You do we offer 
up all glory, honor and wor-
ship, to the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever 
and unto the ages of ages.. 

 

This prayer that we say at eve-
ry Divine Liturgy, first of all 
teaches us that the light of 
Christ opens up our minds to 
the holy mysteries of God. Too 
often our eyes are focused 
solely on superficial and world-
ly things, instead of on mean-
ingful and eternal precepts. We 
fill our minds daily with the 
mundane we hear on radio, 
TV, and the internet. Yet the 
light of Christ opens our minds 
to what is pure and holy and 
truly good in the world around 
us. This light then gives us a 
positive perspective through 
which to see the world, because 
we see the good instead of the 
bad! 
 

We also hear how the light of 
Christ guides us to respect and 
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even revere the blessed commandments of God. 
How often do people look at Godôs Command-
ments as some unwanted burden? Too many 
people dread Godôs Commandments as some 
rules or laws that hinder us from enjoying our-
selves. Well, the light of Christ opens up our eyes 
to understand that these commandments our 
Creator gave us are guidelines which will bless us 
and help us get the most out of life. Doesnôt it 
make sense that the One who created us knows 
what is best for His creation? Living under the 
light of Christ helps us appreciate and even love 
Godôs Commandments. They will not be seen as 
a burden, but as a true blessing that enriches our 
lives! 
 

A third aspect coming from the light of Christ, 
which we see in this prayer, is that His light helps 
us conquer our sinful desires. When we live un-
der the light of God, we no longer live under the 
delusions of this world. Nothing can be hidden, 
and therefore, we see our sinful habits and ways 
more clearly - as habits that hurt and corrupt our 
soul, and separate us from our loving, heavenly 
Father. At the second coming of Jesus, we want 
to be standing in front of Him with white robes of 
purity and love, not covered with the filth of sin. 
The light of Christ helps not to be deceived. 
 

One final lesson learned from this prayer is how 
the divine light guides us to walk a spiritual life. 
This spiritual life is a life that is pleasing to God, a 
life according to His will. In other words, the spir-
itual life is a life united to God - a life where we 
walk as Jesus walked! When we live under Godôs 
light, we live in love and harmony with God, with 
our neighbor, and with the world around us. Di-
vine light does not allow the darkness of hatred, 
anger, hurt, bitterness, resentment, guilt, greed, 
or impurity to reside in us. 
 

As we begin a new year, may we all sincerely 
seek out, and pray for this divine light. May it 
shine in us brightly, and may we radiate His 
light back to the world around us. 
 
With love and hope in the New Year. 

+Luke 

#(2)34 4(% ,)'(4 ANNUAL 
HOUSE BLESSINGS 

  

 
In memory of Christôs Baptism on the Feast of 
Epiphany, when Jesus sanctified all the waters 
of the world, the Orthodox Church follows an 
ancient tradition of holding the SERVICE OF 
THE BLESSING OF THE WATERS on Jan-
uary 6. The Church asks Godôs blessing to come 
upon the water, which we then share with all 
believers. Through this water the grace of God 
comes upon us! 
  

Following the service, the priest blesses all the 
believers in the Church with the holy water and 
offers them a bottle to take home and drink each 
day, or whenever they feel a special need for 
Godôs grace. The Church also has the beauti-
ful tradition of the priest taking the holy wa-
ter into the homes of all believers and blesses 
their home. Through this ritual we ask for 
Godôs blessings to come upon the household 
for the new year. 
  

I am looking forward to visiting all the homes 
of parishioners from January 6 - 22. The fol-
lowing schedule gives an idea of when I will try 
to visit your area. I will visit the elderly and shut
-ins during the morning hours. For those of you 
who work, I will come between 5:00-7:00 pm. 
If you have a specific time that you want me 
to visit , call me (774-230-6985).  
  

If you are not home when I visit your house, I 
will leave a Church calendar and a bottle of 
Holy Water at your door. If you want me to 
return to your home for a blessing, please call 
me so that we can arrange another time. 
  
 

HOUSE BLESSING SCHEDULE 
  

Jan 6-11 - Webster 
Jan 12-13 - Dudley/Charlton  
Jan 14 - Oxford, Sutton 
Jan 15-17 - Thompson, Fabyan,    
         N.Grosvenordale , Quinebaug, Putnam 
 Woodstock 
January 18-21- Other Areas 



The Light - January 2018  

BEGINNING A NEW YEAR OF CHANGE 
AND TRANSFORMATION 

2 

Having just celebrated the entrance of God into the 
world at Christmas, can we return back to our nor-
mal routine of life and our typical schedule? If we 
have sincerely experienced Christôs birth, and in-
vited Him to be born anew in our hearts and lives, 
no one can enter the New Year the same! We 
should be changed people! Or at least be people 
who are in the process of change! Encountering 
Jesus, and allowing Him to be born anew in our 
lives should transform our motives, our values, 
our attitudes, and our entire worldview!  
 
Truly meeting Christ means we canôt stay the 
same because we discover a new potential, our 
divine calling and destiny. Remember St. Atha-
nasiosô words that ñGod became man so that we 
could become divine.ò Any life that is centered on 
self, on all that is temporal and superficial, on ma-
terial things over spiritual things, concentrated on 
power and fame, and basically a life without eter-
nal meaning should no longer be satisfying. When 
we travel with Jesus in Bethlehem, and then in 
Nazareth and Galilee, and eventually in Jerusalem 
and Golgatha, we discover a new way to live, a 
better path to walk, a life with eternal meaning and 
significance, a life of sacrificial and divine love. 
 
As we enter into 2018, we should turn our atten-
tion to CHANGE, to TRANSFORMATION, to 
NEW LIFE. Here lies a vision that can guide and 
direct us throughout the New Year. Many people, 
at this time of year, think of resolutions to better 
their lives ï whether a resolution for weight loss, 
or to be more responsible with oneôs money and 
pay off some debts, or to exercise more, or read 
more, or spend more time with our loved ones, or 
whatever else it may be, the purpose of resolutions 
basically is to improve oneôs life.  
 
And yet, maybe our resolutions seek to change too 
little; maybe our vision is too small! If we truly 
want to better our lives, than we have to first dis-
cover what the main purpose in our life is. Why 
were we created? What is our purpose in this 
brief sojourn on earth? What does God expect 
from us? Wouldnôt our Creator know whatôs 

best for us? And if so, then are we seeking to 
discover the abundant life that God desires 
for each one of us?!? 
 
What is our vision for the New Year? 
 
Whenever someone begins a journey, he or she 
needs to know what their destination is. For if 
we have no clear destination, than we can go 
and go and go, but never get anywhere new! 
Even worse, we can go around in circles and 
end up in places we had no intention to visit. 
 
Our goal as Christians in 2018 should be to 
develop a more intimate, authentic, life-
changing relationship with God. And through 
this renewed relationship with God, we will 
hopefully discover beautiful relationships with 
other, including our neighbor and our enemies. 
Christian progress depends upon how we show 
our love for God by showing concrete love to 
the other, especially to the less fortunate. 
 
Although success for many in the world is de-
termined by more money, pleasure, entertain-
ment, and enjoyment of life, success for the 
saints of God always implied faithfulness to 
Godôs commandments, especially His first and 
greatest commandment - to love God and to 
love the other. 
 
If we make this our central New Yearôs resolu-
tions, then we will journey on an exciting path 
of change, of transformation! Yet, HOW we 
can reach such a goal? 
 
Here are four suggestions. First, we must 
strive to connect and communicate with God 
on a daily basis. This implies setting aside 
time each day to talk with Him and to listen to 
Him - through disciplined prayer, reading of 
Holy Scriptures, and simply dwelling in His 
presence. Sign up for the email I send out eve-
ry day (sign up at www.schwebster.org in left 
column) and use this email to read through the 
New Testament during 2018, find daily prayers 
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and then meeting with them regularly, you 
will discover Godôs Spirit working within you, 
and you will begin to see change and transfor-
mation occur in your life! 
 
It is through these disciplines that we can experi-
ence a new and better way to live, a new path to 
walk, a life with eternal meaning and signifi-
cance. 
 
1. Connect and communicate with God 
each day, both speaking and listening 
to Him 

2. Apply in your life what God teaches you 
each day, no matter how inconvenient 
or hard it may appear 

3. Donôt keep your faith to yourself, but 
share it with others 

4. Walk this path together with someone 
else within our Church Family, finding 
someone who will help keep you ac-
countable to your spiritual goals. 

 
I wish you all a most blessed and fruitful New 
Year, filled with our Lordôs abundant love and 
peace. 

to offer up to God, and reflect on a daily meditation. 
This daily email can remind you to set aside 20 
minutes each day to dwell in the presence of God, 
talking with Him and listening to Him. 
 
Second, we must try to apply in our lives what 
God commands. This is not what we always want 
to do. Itôs not always convenient. Many times, in 
fact, God calls us to follow the difficult path of lov-
ing and serving and forgiving those who are difficult 
to love and serve and forgive. Yet, we donôt follow 
this path because itôs easy, or because we always 
want to do it. We follow this path because our love 
for God compels us to imitate Him. Remember, we 
can only come as close to God as we are to our 
worst enemy. And love and mercy and grace is the 
central way we can draw closer to God. 
 
Third, we must learn to share our faith with oth-
ers, and become good witnesses of God to the 
world around us. Our faith is not a private affair, 
but something we are called to offer the world 
around us. Jesus calls us the light of the world. He 
commands us to be the salt that flavors the society 
we live in. Never consider your faith a private affair, 
but learn to share what you believe and who you 
with your words, but more importantly with your 
actions. 
 
Finally, we can do all this only when we journey 
together, in fellowship with one another. There is 
no such thing as an individual Christian. We are the 
Church, the Body of Christ, a community of believ-
ers walking together on the same path with the same 
destination. Let us choose to make this journey with 
one another. In fact, an important part of this journey 
together is not only the help that we will offer one 
another, but the accountability we will hold one an-
other up to. 
 
If you want to be serious about this commitment 
to develop a more intimate, authentic, life-
changing relationship with God, then we need to 
find someone in our Church family who will hold 
up accountable to the goals we set, to the plans we 
make. You can come to me, the priest, and we can 
talk together about your spiritual goals. And I 
will try to hold you accountable if you come to me 
regularly. You can also try to share your goals 
with someone else in this church family, and meet 
with them regularly, asking them to hold you ac-
countable. By sharing your goals with another, 

3 

Truly meeting Christ 
means we canôt stay 
the same because we  
discover a new  

potential, our divine 
calling and destinyé 
What is your vision 
for the New Year? 
Our goal should be to 
develop a more  
intimate, authentic, 
life-changing relation-
ship with God. 
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which, alone, the meaning and value of all 
that exists can be revealed and fulfilled.  
 
The Eucharist is an offering. It is our offering 
to him of ourselves, of our life, and of our 
whole world, ñto take into our hands the 
whole world, as if it were an apple,ò said a 
Russian poet. The Eucharist is a sacrifice, but 
it the most natural act of man, the very es-
sence of his life. Man is a sacrificial being. 
Because he finds his life in love, and love is 
sacrificial, it puts the value, the very meaning 
of life, in the other, and gives life to the other, 
and in this giving, in this sacrifice, finds the 
meaning and joy of life. It is, indeed, a sacri-
fice offered on behalf of all, and for all.  
 
The Eucharist is Christ, himself. The Eucha-
rist is his Eucharist, and he is the Eucharist. It 
is he who offers, and it is he who is offered. 
Christ is the perfect man, who stands before 
God. Christ, alone, is the perfect Eucharistic 
being. He is the Eucharist of the world.  
 
In and through this Eucharist, the whole crea-
tion becomes what always was to be, and yet, 
failed to be. The Eucharist is the memorial of 
Christ. It is the mystery of cosmic remem-
brance. It is, indeed, a restoration of love as 
the very life of the world. Remembrance is an 
act of love. God remembers us, and his re-
membrance, his love, is the foundation of the 
world.  
 
In Christ, we remember. The church, and its 
separation from this world, on its journey to 
heaven, remembers the world, remembers all 
men, remembers the whole creation, and 
takes it, in love, to God. We remember his 
life, his death, his resurrection, one movement 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
Fr. Alexander Schmemann 

The Eucharist is a mystery, the very mystery of 
joy, the mystery of all mysteries, the mystery of 
the Church. The Eucharist is a joyful gathering of 
those who are to meet the risen Lord, and they en-
ter with him into the bridal chamber. The Eucharist 
is an action, by which a group of people become 
something corporately, which they had not been as 
a mere collection of individuals. It is the essential 
attitude, and the essential act of the Church, which 
is the new humanity, restored by Christ, one trans-
forming act, and one ascending movement.  
 
The Eucharist is a procession of the Church fol-
lowing the ascension of Christ. The Eucharist is a 
journey of the Church into the dimension of the 
Kingdom. The Eucharist is a real separation from 
the world. We always want to make Christianity 
understandable and acceptable to the mythical 
modern man on the street, and we forget that the 
Christ of whom we speak is not of this world, and 
that after his resurrection, he was not recognized, 
even by his own disciples. We do not realize that 
we never get anywhere because we never leave 
any place behind us.  
 
The Eucharist is an entrance of the Church into the 
joy of its Lord, and to enter into that joy so as to be 
a witness to it in the world, is the very calling of 
the Church, its essential ministry, the mystery by 
which it becomes what it is. It is an entrance into 
the risen life of Christ, the very movement of the 
Church, as passage from the old into the new, from 
this world into the world to come.  
 
The Eucharist is a manifestation of the Word of 
God. God will speak to us. His eternal Word will 
be given to us, and we will receive it. The Eucha-
rist is a movement, the movement that Adam failed 
to perform, and that, in Christ, has become the 
very life of manða movement of adoration and 
praise, in which all joy and suffering, all beauty 
and all frustration, all hunger and all satisfaction, 
are referred to their ultimate end, and become fi-
nally, meaningful. It is real life, a movement of 
love and adoration toward God, the movement in 
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of sacrifice, of love, of dedication to his father, and 
to men. This is the inexhaustible content of our re-
membrance.  
 
The Eucharist is the lifting up of our offering, and 
of ourselves. The Eucharist is the ascension of the 
Church to heaven. We have entered the Eschaton, 
and we are now standing beyond time and space. It 
is because all this has first happened to us, that 
something will happen to bread and wine. It is our 
ascension in Christ. The Eucharist is the state of 
perfect man.  
 
When man stands before the throne of God, when 
he has fulfilled all that God has given him to fulfill, 
when all sins are forgiven, all joy restored, then 
there is nothing else for him to do, but to give 
thanks. When a man stands before God, face to 
face, when he has been accepted into his presence, 
when his sins are forgiven, and he has recovered 
his pristine beauty, the Eucharist, thanksgiving, ad-
oration, worship, is truly the ultimate and the total 
expression of his whole being.  
 
It is the divine element, the image of God in us, the 
life of paradise, the one essential relationship with 
God, the only full and real response of man to 
Godôs creation, redemption, and gift of heaven. It is 
a new style of life, the only real life, of creation 
with God, and in God, the only true relationship 
between God and the world. In sin, man has lost 
that pure Eucharist. He has directed his life, his 
love, his care, toward other objects. He has become 
incapable of Eucharist, thanksgiving, which is the 
state of man in paradise.  
 
The Eucharist is the breakthrough that brings us to 
the table in the Kingdom, raises us to heaven, and 
makes us partakers of the divine food. The Eucha-
rist is the end of the movement. We are at the Pas-
chal table of the Kingdom, the end of the journey, 
the end of time. It is the arrival at a vantage point 
from which we can see more deeply into the reality 
of the world.  
 
The Eucharist is the mystery of unity and the mo-
ment of truth, the very expression and edification of 
the Church. Here, we see the world in Christ, as it 
really is, and not from our particular, and therefore, 
limited, and partial, points of view.  

The Eucharist is communion with the whole 
Church. It is the supreme revelation of the 
communion of the saints, of the unity and in-
terdependence of all the members of the Body 
of Christ. It is judgment and condemnation to 
people who do not see Christ in the Church, 
but see in it merely human pride and arro-
gance, selfishness, and the spirit of this world. 
It is the breaking of the bread, the one source 
of life that brings all to it, and redeems the uni-
ty of all men under one head, Christ, the mys-
tery of forgiveness, the mystery of reconcilia-
tion achieved by Christ, and eternally granted 
to those who believe in him.  
 
The Eucharist is the essential food of the 
Christian, strengthening his spiritual life, heal-
ing his diseases, affirming his faith, making 
him capable of leading a truly Christian life in 
this world, the gift of eternal life, an anticipa-
tion of the joy, peace and fullness of the King-
dom, a foretaste of its light.  
 
The Eucharist is both partaking of Christôs suf-
fering, the expression of our readiness to ac-
cept his way of life, and sharing in his victory 
and triumphða sacrificial meal, and a joyful 
banquet. His body is broken, and his blood is 
shed, and partaking of them, we accept the 
cross. Yet, by the cross, joy has entered the 
world, and this joy is ours when we are at the 
Lordôs table. It is given to me, personally, in 
order to transform me into a member of Christ, 
to unite me with all those who receive him, to 
reveal the Church as a fellowship of love.  
 
The Eucharist is the mystery of the Kingdom, 
the fullness and manifestation of the Church as 
the age to come. The Eucharist is our secret 
joy and certitude, the source of inspiration and 
growth, the victory that overcomes evil, the 
presence that makes our whole life, life in 
Christ.  
 
The Eucharist is the beginning, and things that 
were impossible are again revealed to us as 
possible. The time of the world has become 
the time of the Church, the time of salvation 
and redemption.  

5 
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WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH: 
THE SANCTIFICATION OF TIME 

Fr Christopher Foley 

ñBehold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.ò 2 Cor. 6:2 

ñOh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his 
presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 
to him with songs of praise! Oh come, let us worship 
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord , our 

maker!ò Ps. 94:1,2,6 

 

Why do we go to Church? Why make an effort to 
attend the services and stand for long periods of 
time? Certainly there are more entertaining ways 
to spend a Sunday morning. What is it about our 
worship particularly that gives one a reason to 
"go to Church?" 
 
We have been given an incredible legacy of 
beautiful services that celebrate the 
sanctification of time. Each year we journey 
through the cycle of the Church year in order to 
enter in to the reality of the events 
commemorated. The Greek word for symbol 
means just that - "to bring together." We 
remember these events in the present. There is 
a technical word in the Greek for this 
"remembrance" - anamnesis. This word denotes 
much more than recalling an event from the past, 
it is a remembrance that brings the event into the 
present. It is a participation in the event in the 
present.  

Many of the hymns for each feast and service 
begin with the word "Today..." This is the 
sanctification of the present day in order for us to 
participate in the reality of what we are 
commemorating. This is seen in our Divine 
Liturgy where we thank God for the "cross, the 
tomb, the resurrection on the third day, the 
ascension into heaven, and His second and 
glorious coming." We are "remembering" events 
from the past and the future at the same time. 
This sanctification can only happen in its fulness 
in the life of the Church - the gathered 
community with the priest around the altar upon 
which the Gospel, which is Christ, is present.  

Fr. Alexander Schmemann states, "We can only 
worship in time, yet it is worship that ultimately 
not only reveals the meaning of time, but truly 
'renews' time itself. There is no worship without 
the participation of the body, without words and 
silence, light and darkness, movement and 
stillness - yet it is in and through worship that all 
these essential expressions of man in his 
relation to the world are given their ultimate 
'term' of reference, revealed in their highest and 
deepest meaning." Our worship is our real 
participation in the future Kingdom. We begin 
every Divine Liturgy with the words. "Blessed is 
the Kingdom..." It is in and through our leitourgia, 
our liturgical work, that we enter into and 
experience this world as encounter, an 
encounter with Christ in the midst of "our time." 

The secularism in our culture works against 
this idea of all of creation as epiphany. 
Secularism is the denial of worship. Symbols 
are reduced to a means of communicating 
relevant ideas in order to convince or sell 
something to someone. Symbols become 
mere illustrations rather than something that 
"makes present" a reality. There is a strong 

We come to Church not 
to understand God 

deeper, or to feel better 
about ourselvesé We 
don't come to Church to 
"get" anything. We come 
in order to participate in 
the joy of the Kingdom of 
God. This Kingdom is 
"made present" in our 

worship.  



preoccupation with "relevant" worship and 
"relevant" churches. This has led to an 
implosion of worship. Worship has become 
so individual centered and consumer driven. 
One goes to Church in order to "get 
something out of it for myself."  

All of worship is to be grounded in the 
Incarnation of our Lord. He who became 
matter for our sakes, now invites us to 
participate in Him through matter. All of 
creation becomes an epiphany, a 
manifestation of God to us. Worship is 
epiphany, it is our tangible experience of the 
love and mercy of God. Again Fr. 
Schmemann says, "Being an epiphany of 
God, worship is thus the epiphany of the 
world; being communion with God, it is the 
only true communion with the world; being 
knowledge of God, it is the ultimate fulfillment 
of all human knowledge." This is why we 
place such a strong emphasis on our 
liturgical worship and try to do everything with 
a spirit of excellence. This is how our worship 
is "relevant." It reveals to us who God is, and 
we participate in Him through matter. Now 
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the world becomes transparent, enabling 
us to see a glimpse of the Glory of God, 
rather than opaque, reduced to colorful 
rites and ceremonies at best, or worldly 
entertainment at worst. 

It is vital for us to catch a vision for this, so 
that we may know why it is we come to 
Church. It is not to understand God 
deeper, or to feel better about ourselves. 
Church is not an aesthetic experience, or a 
psychological boost. We don't come to 
Church to "get" anything. We come in 
order to participate in the joy of the 
Kingdom of God. This Kingdom is "made 
present" in our worship.  
 
"The Liturgy, we may say, is something 
that happens to us," says Fr. Schmemann. 
It is our entrance into the Kingdom, our 
participation in the eternal worship around 
God's throne in the heavens. May God 
help us to "see" our worship as a 
participation in the future kingdom 
surrounded by angels and archangels who 
unceasingly praise and glorify Him. 

MAXIMS FOR LIFE 

Fr Thomas Hopko 

1. Be always with Christ and trust God in eve-
rything. 

2. Pray as you can, not as you think you must. 

3. Have a keepable rule of prayer done by dis-
cipline. 

4. Say the Lord's Prayer several times each 
day. 

5. Repeat a short prayer when your mind is 
not occupied. 

6. Make some prostrations when you pray. 

7. Eat good foods in moderation and fast on 
fasting days. 

8. Practice silence, inner and outer. 

9. Sit in silence 20 to 30 minutes each day. 

10. Do acts of mercy in secret. 

11. Go to liturgical services regularly. 

12. Go to confession and holy communion reg-
ularly. 

13. Do not engage intrusive thoughts and feel-
ings. 

14. Reveal all your thoughts and feelings to a 
trusted person regularly. 

15. Read the scriptures regularly. 

16. Read good books, a little at a time. 

17. Cultivate communion with the saints. 

18. Be an ordinary person, one of the human 
race. 

19. Be polite with everyone, first of all family 
members. 

20. Maintain cleanliness and order in your 
home. 

21. Have a healthy, wholesome hobby. 

22. Exercise regularly. 
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WHAT THE CHURCH 
MEANS TO ME 

Lorna McWilliam 
 
The first time I set foot in this Church was when 
Faith and I had children in the same Girl Scout 
Troup several years before I even considered com-
ing here. Iôll never forgot the sense of peace that 
overwhelmed me as I entered. I asked if I could sit 
in the church while she got what she came for. The 
air was so thick with peace I didnôt want to leave. 
The beauty and immensity of it was overwhelm-
ing! It took me a few more years and a personal 
crisis to reach out to Fr. Luke and to start coming 
to our church. (God calls us in many ways). 
 

Christ, Our Faith, and His/This Church is all rolled 
up in one package for me. Itôs my beacon when I 
start losing the correct mindset from my life out-
side in what we call the ñreal world.ò  Itôs my an-
chor grounding me when I get caught up with wor-
ries for my family and myself.  
 

I also feel deeply loved here, even when I feel Iôm 
not good enough, or when I feel Iôve failed in 
some way. 
 

Christôs Church, our Church Family offer me life. 
Each of us in this Church Family bring so much 
for one another in ways we often donôt even real-
ize. We all know how much we love and honor Fr 
Luke and Faith for all that they do for each one of 
us. But I also think about the time when someone 
at a church service made us feel loved and accept-
ed, or someone came up to me at coffee fellowship 
and said just the right thing to me, exactly what I 
needed to hear, without even knowing it. (Christ is 
sneaky that way)  
 

This Church and this faith of ours has gotten me 
through some very dark days. Without it, I know I 
would have much less strength for the good fight 
of life,  never mind my ongoing struggle with can-
cer. 
 

I remember when I was in the hospital, and several 
times my church family came to visit me and hold 

me up. You may be thinking that it was Fr Luke 
and Faith who visited me, but it was also other 
church family members who traveled to Boston 
to visit with me. When something like that hap-
pens, it reminds me that I am a special part of 
this beautiful family, and it  raises me up. Itôs 
love in action, itôs faith in action, and it goes 
straight to your heart. Believe me, we have 
something vey special here with our Church 
Family. Take some time this week, and every 
week, and think about whatôs special to you in 
your heart.  
 
Being a Parish Council Member these past 
years has been one way in which I have tried to 
take my  Stewardship Commitment to another 
level. When we stand in front of the entire con-
gregation, and make a pledge to serve Christ 
and this Church community, promising that we 
will protect this blessing and honor, itôs some-
thing very special. The Church has asked us, 
yes, asked us! For all of us serving on the Parish 
Council, we have been called by God and by 
this community to serve in a special way. 
 
Several years ago, after I had become a new 
member of this Church, Fr Luke asked me to 
consider serving on the Parish Council. My first 
thought was, ñWhat do I have to of-
fer?ò (Wrong Thought) Immediately another 
thought came in my mind: ñWhen God asks 
you, donôt refuse.ò We must step up. Being a 
Christian is all about God, and what He wants 
for us and His Church. (Christ speaks through 
others). 
 
I thank God and this community for the oppor-
tunity to serve on the Parish Council Itôs been 
an honor and privilege to serve with my fellow 
council members. I wish I could have done 
more and been of more help. I am leaving the 
council right now, but I will still help the church 
in any way that I can in the future.  
 
This Church Family and all its members 
hold a very special place in my heart, and I 
love you all. 



The Light - January 2018  

THANK YOU TO THE 2017 STEWARDS  
 

To all the faithful Church Family members who have given a financial donation  
towards their 2017 Stewardship Offering as of  

Dhimitra/Angelo  
        Adamopoulos 
Lewis Adamopoulos 
Nicholas Adamopoulos 
Kostas/Kristyn Aganis 
Ethel Angelo 
Michael Angelo 
Pauline Angelo 
Rose Angelo 
Gus/Ethel Anifantis 
Evelyn Aperges 
Sophie Apostol 
Grace Arsenault 
Ted/Gail Avlas 
Ann/Al Axtman 
Earl/Lorraine Bahl 
Eric Beland/Rina Sgouritsas 
Evelyn Belanger 
Michael Belanger 
Frederika Beno 
Matt/Christa Benoit 
Rich/Sophia Bethune 
Athena Bilis 
Arthur/Kathy Bilis 
GeorgeDebby Carabina 
Rita Carabina 
Ann Chito 
Charlie Chito 
Mike/Titi Chito 
Anton/Nicolea Cojcoaru 
Gary/Christina Colello 
Bill/Despina Condos 
George/Laurie Condos 
Barbara Constantine 
Chris/Helen Constantine 
Athena Cooney 
Donna Cooney 
Arthur/Sara Darlagiannis 
Nick/Athanasia  
     Darlagiannis 
Norman/Barbara Desrosiers 
Leah Didonato 
Maria Dionis 
George/Annalisa Dunning 
Maria Econome 
Evangelos/Eleftheria    
     Moutoudidis 
Mary Fatsi 

As of December 25,  
141 out of 170 Families 
have given an average 
$809 offering towards 
their Stewardship to sup-
port our beloved Church. 

 

Please Send in your 2017 
Offering if you have not 
already done so!!! 

 

We have collected $114,065 
out of our budgeted 

$115,000.  

Stephen/Sophia Foisy 
Vasili/Thomai Gatsogiannis 
Chris Geotis 
Paul/Mona Geotis 
George/Elaine Goulas 
Rob/Denise Gritzner 
Robert/Sharon Hayes 
Helen Hazatones 
Lisa/Dan Healy 
Susan Emerson Hill 
Anestis/Evis Jordanoglou 
Harry/Tina Jordanoglou 
Angeliki Karapanos 
Maria Karastogiannis 
Rozeta/Lou Kamceva 
George/Helen Kerbici 
Said/Bozhena Khozami 
Bill/Christine Kiritsis 
Drew Kladas/Katya Sidorchuk 
Steven Kladas 
Rena/Thomas Klebart 
Mike Kokoszka 
Gulapka/Ilija Kostovski 
Alexandra Koulax 
Angela Koulax 
Gus Koulax 
Sophia Koulax 
Scott/Kathy Kunkel 
Sandy/Gerry Kunkel 
Trish Lareau 
Helen Lepine 
Elena Mackenzie 
Jennie Manthos 
Leslie Manthos 
Olympia Margaritidis 
Alex Massie 
Elizabeth/Ryan McCarthy 
Marie McNally 
Lorna McWilliam 
Helen Metropoulos 
George/Julie Milios 
Demetrios/Hariklia Milios 
Vasilios/Grace Milios 
Bob Mirandola/Lea Koveas 
Yanni/Katie Mironidis 
Del/Marie Monroe 
Irene Mountzouris 
Pauline/Carl Mueller 

Neal/Charlotte Neslusan 
Charles Nikopoulos 
George Nonis 
Kosta Panagiotou 
Ted/Gloria Panagiotou 
Barbara Pappas 
Emanuel Pappas 
Helen Pappas 
Mary Pappas 
Olga Pappas 
Sam/Evelyn Pappas 
Steven Pappas 
Chuck/Misty Pappas 
Jimmy Pappas 
Glykeria Partsalis 
Louise/Richard Pavlech 
George/Christina Penesis 
Olga Poloukhine 
Chris Porazzo 
Jared/Stephanie Quill 
Deb Raymond 
Dan/Sue Rivelli 
Jaime/Garry Ross 
Ron/Sandy Sanderson 
Nick/Mary Seferi 
John/Eleni Sgouritsas 

Dimitri/Efkarpia Si-
dopoulos 
Kosta Sidopoulos 
Dorothy Sosnowski 
Tina/Jim Sullivan 
Eleanor Teguis 
Ted Theodores 
John/Ana Thomas 
Steliane/David 
Thompson 
Ted/Betty Tonna 
Mark/Therese 
Totolos 
Nick/Lois /Totolos 
Fr Luke/Faith Ve-
ronis 
Lorraine Vesho 
Edna Vogel 
Steve/Kelly Vosnakis 
Tasi Vriga 
Danielle/David Weiss 
Evangeline Wilson 
Paul/Eleni 
     Xanthopoulos 
Vasiliki Zahariadis 
Helen/Bill Zenon 
Yuri/Tatyana Zhuk 
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CHRIST IS 
BORN! 

GLORIFY HIM! 
 

Christmas  
Pageant 2017 


