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Who wouldnôt want to participate in 
a birthday party for someone who 
turns 100 years old? Itôs amazing to 
meet someone who was born in 
1919 and to reflect on all the chang-
es theyôve lived through in their life. 
Celebrating such a birthday would 
be all about looking back and re-
membering the past - the incredible 
changes and fond memories, the 
bonds of love with family and 
friends, the accomplishments and 
legacy they leave behind. Much 
would be made about the past, since 
everyone would know the cele-
brantôs future is quite limited. 
 
 

Well, our Saints Constantine and 
Helen Church Family WILL 
CELEBRATE OUR 100TH 
BIRTHDAY ON SUNDAY, NO-
VEMBER 24TH, and we want 
every member of our community 
to be there! In fact, this Sunday 
will mark the official Kick-off for 
a year long 100th Anniversary 
Celebration of our past, our pre-
sent, and our future!! 
 
For a Church Family to celebrate 
100 Years is something quite differ-
ent than when a person marks their 
birthday. Surely, it is a time to re-
flect on the PAST and to remember 
from where we came. We want to 
honor our forebearers who estab-
lished and maintained this beautiful 
community for a century. We will 

highlight certain milestones and 
praise God for the faith that was 
lived and proclaimed. We will re-
call the past with deep thanksgiving 
and gratitude! 
 

We will also celebrate the PRE-
SENT. Today, we are not the same 
community of immigrants who 
came from Greece and Albania to 
discover the American Dream and 
find a better life for themselves and 
their children. We do have parish-
ioners whose grandparents were 
among the founders and first people 
of this church, but we also have 
many others. We have new immi-
grants from other traditionally Or-
thodox lands like Romania, Russia, 
Belarus, Lebanon and Egypt. We 
have members who married Ortho-
dox spouses and then themselves 
embraced the Orthodox faith. We 
have others who simply discovered 
the treasures of this ancient church 
in their search for truth and the 
original Christian church. And we 
have still others who have found 
our community to be a family of 
love that attracted them to join and 
become committed members. We 
will celebrate our present diversity 
as well as our unity in faith! 
 

Of course, it is extremely important 
that as we celebrate our 100th An-
niversary, we focus on the FU-
TURE! We remember where we 
came from and who we are, but 

KICKING OFF OUR 100TH 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
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37 Lake Parkway, PO Box 713 
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Church Telephone: (508) 943-8361  website: www.schwebster.org 
Facebook: St Constantine Helens (Church) 

Church Office Hours: Monday, Fridays 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

The mission of Sts. Constantine and Helen Church is to proclaim 
the Good News of Salvation through the Orthodox Christian Faith  
for the glory of our Triune God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

We are a community of believers who journey towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ and one another through our  WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP,  
SPIRITUAL GROWTH, WITNESS, and SERVICE. We invite  
all people to join us on this journey in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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where are we going? Who do we want to become? 
Where do we want to be 100 years from now? How 
can we continue to faithfully represent the Church 
of Christ, especially in a society that is drastically 
turning away from organized religion and even 
Christianity? What do we want others to see in us 
and in our Church Family? In other words, what do 
we want to be known for? Is it good enough to be 
known for our Greek Festival or should we be 
known for much more than that? 
 
Throughout our year long celebration, we will do a 
number of things. Each month, we want to remem-
ber and celebrate and plan in different ways. Every 
month we will try to have some special event, or a 
particular activity, or a celebration, or a fundraiser 
marking our 100th Anniversary.  
 
We want to accomplish many things over the next 
year. We want to remember. We want to celebrate. 
We want to plan for the future. We want to estab-
lish more firmly our Church as a central and vital 
institution (or more appropriately a loving family) 
that serves the people of Webster, central Mass, and 
northeast Connecticut, but also reaches out to the 
world at large!  
 
Our special Kick-Off event on November 24th 
will be something new and unexpected! It will 
present a radical challenge that may shock some 
of our people, but when properly understood, 
has the great potential to get all of us to reflect 
on and hopefully discover WHO WE ARE as we 
celebrate our Church Familyôs 100th Anniver-
sary. Through this event, we hope to: 
 

§ Do something that can ENGAGE EVERY 
PERSON AND FAMILY in our Church . 

§ Get each of us to THINK CAREFULLY 
about what it means to be a faithful fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. 

§ Be creative in helping our Church GET 
INVOLVED in the larger community all 
around us 

§ Create a powerful TEACHING MO-
MENT in our personal lives as well as in 
the live of our overall church community 

 

Please make sure that you come on Sunday, No-
vember 24th to find out what we are doing!!! 

100TH YEAR CELEBRATION BEGINS! 

Yet our Kick-Off Sunday is only the beginning. 
Throughout the year, we are planning a variety of 
events. We are working on some right now, and 
we are still open to any creative ideas that some-
one else in the community may have. For exam-
ple, we have set our date for the end of our cele-
bration. 
 

Our 100th Anniversary Gala Dinner is set for 
Saturday, November 7, 2020. Please mark your 
calendars from now so that everyone can be pre-
sent for this closing highlight of the year long cel-
ebration next year! 
 

In January and February, we hope to have some 
FELLOWSHIP DINNERS where groups of 
families from our community will come together 
to share fellowship over a meal, and to discuss 
what they like about our Church and where they 
want to see our church go. We want to engage 
every family in our community in these small 
group dinners. 
 

During Great Lent we will have a very special 
music filled EIKONA WEEKEND when we in-
vite the music group Eikona to offer a concert, a 
music workshop, and chant some Lenten services 
with us. It will be a beautiful weekend! 
 

We will have other special guest speakers, and do 
other activities throughout the year. We will also 
have some various fundraisers. In December, we 
will kick it off with our DECEMBER RAFFLE 
CALENDAR, where each day someone can win 
a special gift card. 
 

We also have set a goal to raise $100,000 for our 
100th Anniversary. Mike Chito will be talking 
with various people and trying to encourage our 
community in this important fundraising effort. 
 

We have an exciting year coming up in our 
Church Family. Let us reflect, with deep grati-
tude and thanksgiving, for the 100 years of our 
Church, but let us also dream about where we 
want to go in the future with this beautiful 
community! 
 
With much love and hope in Christ Jesus, 

+Luke 
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in our home parish of the Annunciation in Lancaster, 
PA on September 17. I then took my newlywed wife 
to Tirana, Albania for a ten year ñhoneymoonò to 
one of the poorest countries in the world at that time 
in 1994. Shortly after we arrived, on the Feastday of 
St. Luke the Evangelist, October 18th our beloved 
Archbishop Anastasios ordained me to the priest-
hood.  
 

I served as a priest for 10 years in post-communist 
Albania, where we were introducing a generation of 
people to God and His Church, to people who were 
forbidden to practice or live any form of religion. 
What an unforgettable experience! I served Liturgy 
and even the Pascha service in villages where they 
were forbidden to worship for 25 years, which 
meant giving Holy Communion to people for the 
first time in a generation! Imagine that! I introduced 
countless people to the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and baptized hundreds of people who came from 
atheist homes, culturally Muslim backgrounds, as 
well as nominally Orthodox families. Pres. Faith and 
I tried to witness for our faith during various crises, 
like when the country fell into anarchy in 1997 and 
my wife, along with almost all other Americans, 
were evacuated by the U.S. Marines, or when in 
1999 a half million mostly Muslim refugees flooded 
into Albania and we befriended and served many of 
these marginalized people offering the love of 
Christ. We watched a generation of young people 
discover and grow in the faith through the youth 
camps we ran and the university ministry we of-
fered. And I served at the Resurrection of Christ 
Theological Academy, helping teach and prepare 
more than 150 future priests, including three of the 
present bishops serving in Albania today! 
 

Following our first decade of service, we then 
moved to New England to serve a struggling little 
parish in Webster, MA and to begin teaching at Hel-
lenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology. For the past 15 years we have participated 
in an exciting turn-around situation of a small parish 
that went from being a problematic church that was 
close to closing its doors to becoming a vibrant, 
healthy church family that reaches out to the local 
community as well as participates regularly in global 
outreach. During these same years Iôve been espe-

As I think of my 25 years as a priest, I gratefully 
reflect on my past and all the people who have en-
riched my life and ministry. I remember growing up 
as a ñPriestôs Kidò in a faithful home of my dear 
parents, Fr. Alexander and Pres. Pearl Veronis. They 
set the greatest example for me as good and faithful 
servants of the Lord. My wife and I also grew up as 
a part of a very vibrant church community at the 
Annunciation Orthodox Church in Lancaster, PA. 
 

 Even though I went off to Penn State as a computer 
science major and lost my way, spiritually speaking, 
during those rambunctious college years, Iôm eter-
nally grateful that before my final semester of 
school, I participated in the first Orthodox mission 
trip from the United States which went to Kenya in 
1987 under the invitation of Archbishop Anastasios 
Yannoulatos. That one-month mission trip opened 
my eyes and set me on a new path in life. The expe-
rience set a spark in my life that lit the foundation of 
faith with which I was raised. I returned to Kenya 
for one year of service following my college gradua-
tion, and during the year that followed, I lived in the 
bush country of Western Kenya serving again under 
Archbishop Anastasios. It was in Africa that I decid-
ed to go to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology to better learn my faith and to possibly 
prepare myself to become a missionary teacher who 
would return back to serve in some part of Africa. 
 

God surprised me, though, and instead of returning 
to Africa as a lay missionary teacher, following 
graduation from Holy Cross I went to post-
communist Albania and would eventually become a 
missionary priest there. Nine months into my mis-
sion in Albania, I returned to the States to marry the 
love of my life, my dearest partner and soulmate 
Faith Stathis, on August 28, 1994. Faith and I have 
always shared a common vision of faith and service. 
She has proven to be the ideal wife, partner, co-
minister, and presbytera. All that I have strived to do 
in serving our Lord over these past 25 years, she has 
done with me ï sharing her gifts and using her tal-
ents in unique ways to touch others and to glorify 
God. She has always acted as my greatest support, 
and together we have tried to faithfully and humbly 
serve God and His people. 
 

Shortly after our marriage, I was ordained a deacon 

REFLECTIONS ON 25 YEARS  
IN THE PRIESTHOOD - Part 1 
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cially blessed to teach 15 years of students at Hel-
lenic College and Holy Cross. Iôve also helped to 
establish a Missions Institute from which we raise 
missionary awareness and education among the 
school community. Both the local parish and the 
seminary context have truly blessed us with so 
many dear relationships and wonderful opportuni-
ties to serve the Lord and to share His Good News 
with others! 
 

As I reflect on my priesthood, I thank God for these 
incredible joys and blessings A highlight has always 
been serving at Christôs holy altar. What an incredi-
ble privilege to stand before the Throne of God, to 
join the saints and angels in worship, and to lead the 
family of God into His heavenly kingdom! Serving 
the Divine Liturgy weekly and on feastdays never 
grows old. Leading worship through the Liturgical 
calendar, especially through the seasons of Great 
Lent and into Holy Week and Pascha is still an ex-
citing journey each year. Even when only a handful 
of faithful gather in the church on a weekday litur-
gy, I realize we are never alone and never only a 
few. The Church is always filled with the church 
triumphant, the saints and angelic powers, and we 
are united with all Christians throughout the world 
each time we worship the Lord. 
 

Another beautiful and blessed joy has been gather-
ing together in small groups for study and fellow-
ship. Throughout the past 25 years, I have gathered 
in small groups to study the Bible, to pray together, 
and to share in intimate fellowship. These gather-
ings have taken place in our home, in the church, in 
other venues, as well as on college campuses. Iôve 
had small groups meet weekly at 6am on Saturday 
mornings, held college Divine Liturgies weekly at 
6am on Thursdays, as well as gather for the typical 
10am Bible Studies in my community along with 
other small group evening meetings. These times of 
small group learning and fellowship have truly been 
one of the most significant ministries for me. It is in 
groups like this that people sincerely learn their 
faith, experience intimate and loving fellowship, 
and feel inspired to grow in their walk with Christ. 
And it is such groups which have helped me stay 
focused and have greatly encouraged me throughout 
the years. 
 

I often think that one of the most special aspects of 
the priesthood is the incredible privilege to enter 
into the lives of people during their most vulnerable 
moments of life, as well as during their greatest 
joys. Who else is asked to journey with someone 

facing death, or mourning the death of a loved one; 
to walk with someone struggling with addiction, de-
pression, mental illness, terminal illness, or some 
other serious challenge; to support someone strug-
gling in their marriage or with family problems; to 
help parents address the challenges of their children 
and to guide the youth themselves in navigating the 
challenges of their adolescent and young adult years; 
to comfort someone in their loneliness, desperation 
and despair; to address whatever forms of broken-
ness one may face. Of course, a priest realizes that 
offering such help doesnôt mean that we are any bet-
ter than others. Iôve learned as a priest that I am truly 
a wounded healer, one who tries to participate in the 
life story of others while realizing that I myself am 
also on a path of healing from my own woundedness 
and brokenness. We journey together to help one an-
other. 
 

Along with the struggles of life, a priest is also invit-
ed to share in the wonderous joys of life. We are pre-
sent at the birth of children, at their baptism, and at 
each milestone in their growth. We participate in 
weddings and family celebrations. We feel honored 
to be invited to and to bring Godôs blessing at each 
of the joyous moments in peoplesô lives. 
 

Since our return from the mission field, we have al-
ways tried to cultivate an understanding of the uni-
versal aspect of our Church and faith both in our lo-
cal parish as well as at the seminary. Iôve taken more 
than 100 seminarians on mission classes/trips to Al-
bania and arranged for 100 other students to go on 
Spring Break mission trips. In our Saints Constantine 
and Helen parish, we have taken more than 100 peo-
ple to Project Mexico nine times, exposing them to 
the joy of cross-cultural service and mission. These 
international experiences have helped many people 
understand the universal aspect of the Gospel, the 
centrality of sharing Godôs Good News with all peo-
ple everywhere throughout the world. 
 

Itôs been an incredible journey serving God as a 
priest over these past 25 years and a very special 
blessing for me and my presbytera, along with our 
four children. Our family has been deeply loved in 
the church families in which we have lived in Alba-
nia and in Massachusetts. They have experienced 
countless blessings in the local and global church. Of 
course, they have also tasted life as a priestôs kid, 
which at times can bring its own unique challenges, 
but they have survived and thrived. Overall, we all 
have been so blessed, and we truly thank God for 
these 25 years!!! 



Twenty-five years in the priesthood! How the 
world has changed over the 25 years since I was 
ordained to the priesthood on the feastday of St. 
Luke in Tirana, Albania on October 18th, 1994. I 
served my first 10 years as a missionary priest in 
post-communist Albania, preaching and teaching 
and witnessing our Orthodox Christian faith to a 
generation of people who had never been allowed 
to practice any religion and many who knew liter-
ally nothing about Jesus Christ and the Good 
News of His Kingdom. The last 15 years of my 
priestly ministry I have been serving in New Eng-
land, during which time this area has become the 
most secular, unchurched region of the United 
States. In a new way, Iôm confronted as in the ear-
ly years with a number of people who call them-
selves non-religious and who seem to be uninter-
ested or even reject any value of the Christian 
faith. 
 

I sometimes wonder where this radical change in 
the religious landscape of our society will lead? 
What will our society look like if I reach the 50th 
anniversary of my priesthood? Will we priests feel 
like the Prophet Elijah in the Old Testament, when 
he saw most of his society turn away from God 
and he thought that he was the only person who 
remained faithful in all of Israel? Will our society 
be a fulfillment of Christôs own words, when he 
said, ñWhen the Son of Man comes, will He find 
faith on the earth?ò (Luke 18:8) 
 

Well, as a priest and as a Christian who wants the 
world to discover the same treasure of faith that I 
have found in my own life, I often ask myself 
what exactly it is that the Orthodox Church has to 
offer to the world today? Is our Christian faith 
even relevant for the contemporary person? 
 

Obviously, I wholeheartedly believe it is! The 
Church has the ñpearl of great price,ò the treasure 
of the Kingdom of God! We priests proclaim the 
eternal Good News of Godôs love and mercy, His 
forgiveness and grace which is a transformative 
message for the entire world!  
 

When I look around, I see so many people who are 
hurting and lonely, who are broken and in despair. 
Even people who appear strong and healthy often 

WHAT DOES THE CHURCH HAVE TO OFFER? 
Reflections on 25 Years in the Priesthood - Part 2 

hide an emptiness in their lives. Iôve learned that 
each and every person is broken to some degree, and 
there is a void that can only be filled with Godôs 
presence and love! 
 

So, when I think of my priesthood over the past 25 
years, and what my priesthood will be during the 
next 25 years, I reflect precisely on this Good News 
that the Church has to share with our contemporary 
society. I see four very relevant aspects of faith 
that the Orthodox Christian Church has to 
uniquely offer to the world today. 
 

First, the Church offers a mystical encounter 
with God, an experience of the transcendent. 
Through our worship, through the mysteries of the 
Sacraments, through our loving service to those es-
pecially in need, through understanding that each 
and every person is created in the image of God and 
that we can see Christ in the least of our brothers 
and sisters, through each of these experiences we 
can encounter the eternal and transcendent God. 
Deep within every person there is a desire for this 
encounter with the Almighty. As St. Augustine once 
said, ñOur souls will remain restless until they rest 
in the Lord.ò The Church offers the way to encoun-
ter God in a vibrant and living manner, and then 
guides us to rest in Him. 
 

Second, our Orthodox Christian faith helps us 
discover and understand the meaning of life. 
Who am I? A beloved child of God, someone of 
priceless value, created in the image and likeness of 
God. Who is God? The Creator of the universe who 
became a human being in Jesus Christ and revealed 
to the world perfect love through His life, death and 
resurrection. This God invites each one of us into a 
loving union with Him. What is the purpose of our 
life? To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. The 
purpose of life is to receive Godôs divine and uncon-
ditional love and then to share this agape love with 
every person we encounter in our daily lives. 
Through this interaction of love, we become more 
and more like God, united to Love Incarnate, to God 
Himself. 
 

Third, the Church offers a place of belonging for 
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all people. The Church is a family of faith where 
everyone can feel welcomed, loved, cherished, 
respected, and valued. It is a community of faith 
which guides us into a deeper union with God. It 
is the Body of Christ continuing the work of Jesus 
in the world all around us. It is a hospital that of-
fers healing, an oasis that offers refreshment, a 
lighthouse that gives direction, an ark that offers 
safety in the midst of lifeôs storms, and a home 
where strangers become not only friends and be-
come the family of God. 
 

Finally, the Church is the messenger of unbe-
lievable and eternal Good News. No matter what 
chaos and evil prevail in the world around us, the 
Church offers a message of eternal love, endless 
hope, peace that passes all understanding, light 
that overcomes all darkness, and faith that can 
move mountains. The center of this Good News is 
the fact that Jesus Christ is Risen from the dead 

and death itself is defeated. We no longer live with any 
fear in our lives. ñPerfect love casts out all fear.ò 
Thus, we do not even fear death itself. A Paschal joy 
prevails throughout our lives. This is the worldview 
Orthodox Christians should carry with them at all 
times! 
When I think of these four aspects of our Orthodox 
Christian Church and our Faith, and then ask myself 
whether there is a place for Christianity in the future, 
the answer is obvious. Absolutely! No matter how sec-
ular our society becomes, there will always be a need 
for what the Church offers, and I pray that I can be a 
good and faithful servant priest who constantly pro-
claims this Good News of Jesus Christ and helps others 
to discover the transforming power of God in our lives! 
 

Iôve been blessed to be a priest of God for 25 years! I 
look forward to the next 25 years striving to faithfully 
and humbly serve my Lord and to share His Good 

News with all people throughout the world! 

SPECIAL MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST 
Reflections on 25 Years in the Priesthood - Part 3 
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What are the highlights of being a priest? Well, itôs all 
about the beautiful relationships we form and develop 
ï first and foremost in our relationship with God, but 
just as important in our relationships within the 
Church, the Family of God, as well as in our relation-
ships with all the people we encounter each and every 
day in society. Here are a few random reflections on 
such relationships that make serving as a priest such a 
joy: 
 

I think of how a priest encounters God in a most 
intimate, mystical way, and from this living, dynam-
ic encounter acts as Godôs ambassador to the world! 
Of course, all followers of Jesus Christ are called to 
be ambassadors of Christ, yet a priest plays a unique 
role. We serve as a representative of Jesus Christ as 
we enter into the depths of peoplesô lives. We have 
the special privilege to share in their greatest strug-
gles, sorrows and challenges, while also being invit-
ed into their moments of joy and blessing. Who else 
in society gets to experience the highest and lowest 
moments in other peopleôs lives? 
 

Praying and connecting with God in my personal 
prayer life, but especially worshipping as a commu-
nity in Church every Sunday and on special feast-
days and week day services is always otherworldly. 

Every time we worship, we unite with the 
communion of the saints. I look around at all 
the beautiful icons on the walls of our Church 
and I remember that I am actually standing 
before the throne of God together with all 
these saints and the angelic powers! In such 
worship, we leave time and space on earth to 
encounter and experience Almighty God. 
What can be more unbelievable than connect-
ing with God through our worship and 
through the mysteries of the Holy Sacraments. 
Unfortunately, I donôt think many Christians 
realize this divine encounter, and yet that is 
what happens when we truly pray and wor-
ship. We also unite with all the living saints 

5 
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here on earth, i.e. with one another as well as with 
all our fellow Christians throughout the world when 
we gather together to pray. 
 
As a part of this communal worship, I offer the 
proskomidi prayers. These are prayers in prepara-
tion for celebrating the Eucharist. As a part of such 
prayers, I have a list of literally several thousand 
names for whom I try to pray for each week. It is an 
honor to lift up so many names, asking God to bless, 
to protect, and to keep in His care all these people. 
Through these prayers, I feel connected with all of 
you, as well as with many people whom I havenôt 
seen in years. And these prayers include praying for 
the souls of hundreds of people who have died, ask-
ing God to have mercy on them and surround them 
with His eternal love and light. Such prayers play a 
special role in the life of a priest. 
 
A main calling of every Christian is to proclaim our 
Lordôs Good News to a world that is in desperate 
need of His Life-Giving Message of unconditional 
love, unconquerable hope, unfathomable mercy and 
grace, and eternal joy. The priest struggles to figure 
out how best to proclaim this message in a way that 
people find relevant and meaningful through his ser-
mons, through his writings, through the classes he 
teaches, and through his life. Itôs a difficult task to 
proclaim such a message in a way people can hear, 
especially in todayôs secular world, and yet, what an 
amazing honor to take on this challenge.  
 
A highlight of my priestly ministry has been stand-
ing around a dying person in their last moments of 
life. Death is a fearful mystery but it is also a sacred 
moment when our finite existence encounters the 
infinite love of God. I have experienced such mo-
ments singing hymns, saying prayers, and journey-
ing with the person as they go from this life into 
eternity, surrounded by the earthly love of family 
and friends while preparing them to enter into the 
loving embrace of their Creator. Such moments of 
death can truly be sacred and beautiful. I remember 
offering a prayer where I was asking God to receive 
the soul of a parishioner, and as I read the prayer 
she stopped breathing and entered into eternal life. 
Our Christian faith transforms death from a dreaded 
moment of fear into a powerful divine moment 

when earth touches heaven. What a privilege to 
walk with dying people and their families during 
these sacred moments!  
 
Another beautiful experience was gathering at 
6:30am on Saturday mornings for 10 years with a 
group of 4 to 12 men sharing in Christ-centered fel-
lowship, studying the Bible, and watching one an-
other discover their faith in new ways. Such small 
group ministry has always played a central role in 
my priesthood. I remember our first five years in 
Webster when 10-20 people gathered in our home 
on Wednesday evenings. In this group we had peo-
ple in their 70s and 80s reading and studying the 
Bible for the first time ever in their lives and dis-
covering new ways to live out the priceless treasure 
of faith. The result of one of these Bible Studies 
was when one couple decided to give the Church 
$50,000 in response to the question, ñWhat are we 
doing for eternity?ò Or many other times I gathered 
on college campuses, at home, and at church study-
ing together with countless people who wanted to 
better understand the Christian faith and learn how 
to live a life in Christ!  
 
Of course, serving as a missionary priest for more 
than 12 years inspired me to introduce many others 
to the excitement of global Christianity and cross-
cultural ministry. Iôve led mission teams to Kenya, 
Ghana, Uganda, Tanzania, but mostly to Albania 
and Mexico. I loved leading more than 100 semi-
narians in missionary classes and practicum to Al-
bania, as well as leading more than 100 parishioners 

SPECIAL MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST 
Reflections on 25 Years in the Priesthood - Part 3 
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and friends to Project Mexico where weôve built nine 
homes. Teens as well as parishioners over the age of 70 
have participated and been inspired by our trips to 
Mexico. Watching faithful people leave their comfort 
zone of America, live in Christian fellowship while 
sleeping in tents and eating beans for one week, build a 
home for a family in need and develop loving friend-
ships with people different from oneself, discover the 
beauty and richness of another culture and learn from 
people with whom we may have held certain prejudic-
es, all the while discovering the deepest meaning and 
joy of sacrificing and serving others is a transforma-
tive! One participant summarized the feeling of so 
many who have gone when she said, ñI feel the most 
peaceful and content, the happiest in my life when Iôm 
in Mexico building a home.ò She, and many others, 
discovered the priceless joy of sacrificially giving!
  
Visiting someone in prison who has made a terrible 
mistake and who feels terrible about themselves, while 
trying to help them realize that God still loves them no 
matter what theyôve done in their life is such a privi-
lege. Or journeying with someone struggling with an 
addiction - whether with drugs or alcohol or sex or por-
nography or whatever ï and journeying with them on 
the path of recovery and helping them overcome their 
feelings of guilt, disappointment, brokenness, and self-
hatred is a sacred gift. Iôve shared the story of The 
Prodigal Son, or better named The Loving Father, with 
people in these situations to help them realize that our 
heavenly Father loves us no matter what. Godôs love in 
unconditional! It doesnôt depend on us and on what 
weôve done! Just at the Father welcomes back his way-
ward son and completely restores his place as the heir 
of his inheritance, in like manner itôs such a remarkable 
experience to help broken souls realize that they are 
truly loved, cherished, and valued by God, and that our 
heavenly Father is waiting to welcome them back into 
His home.  
 
Listening to the confession of someone who carries, or 
has carried a heavy burden for many years, maybe from 
some sin and mistake they have committed a long time 
ago ï an abortion, infidelity, hatred, greed, an incredi-
ble hurt and pain they have caused or received, or 
something else -  and helping them realize that God 
truly forgives them, God loves them, God desires only 
to heal them if they will allow Him to, is such a sacred 
gift to offer. We are emissaries in proclaiming that God 
does not desire the death of a sinner but that he hopes 
only to heal and forgive and renew and help one redis-

cover the divine image within that has been 
covered up by these sins and mistakes.  
 
Meeting one-on-one with people who are suf-
fering with the deep mysteries of life ïwith 
some terminal illness, with mental illness and 
depression, with a broken marriage or desper-
ate family life, with the loss of a loved one or 
with someone struggling to put their life to-
gether after such a loss, as well as with those 
broken from past mistakes or poor choices ï 
and helping them find a sense of peace in the 
loving presence of God is remarkable. During 
these encounters I feel Godôs presence and 
love in abundance and try to incarnate and 
share His love with those in darkness. 
 
Every January, during the season of Epipha-
ny, I enter 150 homes, being warmly wel-
comed, blessing the homes for the new year, 
and sharing Christ-centered love and fellow-
ship with my beloved parishioners. Through-
out the year, there are many other times I visit 
dozens and dozens of people in their homes. 
What a remarkable privilege to enter so many 
homes, bringing Godôs presence and love into 
the lives of others!  
 
The priesthood is a place where Iôve met the 
most incredible people ï from living saints, to 
inspiring monks and nuns, to wonderful co-
workers and priests, to humble, faithful be-
lievers. Iôve been blessed to know spiritual 
giants as well as simple devout people whom 
the world would know nothing about, yet who 
are giants in the eyes of God. All these rela-
tionships have enriched my life immeasura-
bly.  

 
Of course, there are many other special mo-
ments in the life and ministry of a priest. These 
are just a few that can give a glimpse into who a 
priest is and what he does. The priesthood is an 
incredible calling, and a most beautiful life. In 
this ministry, we are reminded daily of our own 
shortcomings, failures, sins and hypocrisy. Yet 
we take comfort knowing that ñGodôs strength 
is made perfect in our weakness.ò We are sim-
ple instruments in the hands of God, trying to 
guide people to the Source of Life and Love and 
to the only Savior of the World.  



We would like to say a few words to honor your 25-
year anniversary to your priesthood ordination. We 
know you enjoy adding a little creativity to your chil-
drenôs sermons, so donôt worry, we have planned 
something special. Your ordination was indeed some-
thing holy. It was a sacrament that united you in a ho-
ly way to God and His church. You committed your 
life to spreading the Good News of Godôs Love and 
Eternal Life through Jesus Christ.  You started in Al-
bania where you served 10 years and then came to us 
here and served almost 15 years. For us teenagers, 
you have been our Spiritual Father for all of our form-
ative years.  

 

What is the Church and why should we come to 
church?  We have learned through your teachings and 
ministry that the Church is more than a physical 
building.  It is the Body of Christ where we WOR-
SHIP, SHARE IN FELLOWSHIP, LEARN AND 
GROW, LEARN TO SERVE OTHERS and WIT-
NESS FOR OUR FAITH. Throughout your ministry, 
you and Pres. Faith have preached and challenged us 
to become the Human Church for Christ.  So, we want 
to share with our  Church Family how you have 
taught and preached to us about becoming a Human 
Church that is alive and active. 

 

We are a Church that WORSHIPS and PRAYS to-
gether. You continue to remind us about the im-
portance of keeping Sunday mornings holy and re-
served for God. We remember your teaching liturgies 
when you explained to us what happens during the 
Liturgy and how we enter into the Kingdom of Heav-
en. We know that you come to Church on Sunday 
mornings an hour earlier to pray for each of us by 
name and all our families during the Preparation Ser-
vice. You have challenged us to participate in the 
worship services by encouraging us to be Altar Boys, 
Choir members, and Epistle Readers. 

 

We are a Church that continues to LEARN about our 
Orthodox Faith.  We will always remember all the 
lessons that you have taught us through your CHIL-
DRENôs SERMONS.  Growing up, we have role 
played different Gospel stories or Lives of Saints.  We 
appreciate how you capture our attention with Lad-
ders, Suitcases, Pots of Soil, and other interesting 
props. You teach us through simple songs - like 
ñwhen we make the sign of the Cross, we remember 
that God is the Bossò or ñWhy worry when we can 
prayò or ñThis Little Christian Light of Mine, Iôm go-
ing to let it shine.ò Through our SUNDAY SCHOOL 

you have supported our CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 
You have inspired us by inviting many amazing sem-
inarians, missionaries, and guest speakers from 
around the world. Even SAINT NICHOLAS loves 
coming to our Church every year in December. 
 

We a Church that enjoys Christian FELLOW-
SHIP. You have created a FAMILY atmosphere here 
at Saints Constantine and Helen, where we truly feel 
that we are LOVED and CARED for.  You help us 
remember each otherôs birthdays and name days eve-
ry Sunday by singing ñGod Grant You Many Years.ò 
We will always cherish the memories of our week 
long VACATION CHURCH CAMPS where we 
learned Godôs Word and Love through fun themes 
like Treasure Island, Sports Camp, Safari, Fiesta, The 
Wild West, Science Lab, Spy Center, Missions 
Around the World, the Life of Saint Paul, and Jonah 
the Prophet. As we grew older, we had RETREATS 
and LOCK-INS to look forward to. You also encour-
aged us to go to the Metropolis of Boston Camp in 
New Hampshire where you often accompanied us. 
We have experienced that growing up in our Church 
can be fun as we connect with friends in a Christ-
centered environment.   
 

We are a Church that SERVES others and reaches out 
to all people, especially those in need.  SERVICE and 
OUTREACH are, perhaps, the two pillars that have 
made you stand out as such an amazing priest for our 
Church community.  You have challenged us to offer 
a Christian witness by visiting Nursing Homes and 
those who are homebound. We have also volunteered 
at our monthly Living Bread Luncheon. For many of 
us teens, Project Mexico has became a life-changing 
experience where we saw poverty first-hand, met 
beautiful families as we helped build a simple home 
for them, and interacted with the Mexican Boys at 
Saint Innocent Ranch.  
 

WORSHIP, EDUCATION, FELLOWSHIP, and 
SERVICE and OUTREACH.   These are the pillars 
that you have highlighted here at Saints Constantine 
and Helen, not only in your ministry, but also in 
US,  your spiritual children and your church family - 
young and old. Thank You Fr. Luke for all you have 
taught us through your words, actions, and love. As 
you can see, you have indeed taught us all well. We 
are the LIVING CHURCH that will remember to al-
ways love God fully and love our neighbors. 
 

AXIOS Fr. Luke. We thank you and love you!  

COMMENTS FROM THE YOUTH 
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I met Father Luke and Presbytera Faith on a Thurs-
day morning in October of 1995 at the University 
Campus in Tirana Albania, in a small communist 
cultural youth center that Father had transformed 
into a place to hold the Divine Liturgy. Only sever-
al years had passed from the fall of communism 
and people were experiencing the freedom of reli-
gion. Young students like myself were eager to 
learn about God. Initially I was involved in a 
Protestant group called Campus Crusade for Christ.  
I would also go to an Orthodox Liturgy on Sunday 
morning and a Catholic mass at noon. I tried to fol-
low the Orthodox Liturgy but the services were 
long and very chaotic with people coming and go-
ing.  It was hard to understand and pray.  I was at a 
crossroads. It seemed that all churches shared the 
same message but which was the true church? I 
prayed to God for an answer.  
 

I heard about an Orthodox Divine Liturgy held on 
campus at 6am Thursday mornings. I was intrigued 
that a young American priest and his wife ran this 
Liturgy, and it was all in Albanian.  It was the first 
Divine Liturgy that I followed and understood 
from beginning to end. It was amazing! There were 
only a handful of students at that first Liturgy. 
When the service was over, I met Fr Luke and 
Faith and that was the beginning of a lifelong jour-
ney of learning more about God and a lifelong 
friendship with Fr Luke and his family. Fr Luke 
patiently answered all my questions and soon after 
I was baptized at 21 years old. 
 

Maybe we can count on one hand the people that 
impact our lives in a meaningful way. Father Luke 
and Presbytera Faith are two of those people for 
me. They have been mentors and become a part of 
my family. Fr Luke has been my spiritual father 
and friend. He supported my family when my fa-
ther was dying and both Fr. Luke and Faith were 
there to share every happy event of our lives. They 
not only changed my life but the lives of many of 
the youth in Albania. As the college ministry grew, 
that group of 3 students that attended that early 
morning liturgy became 60 students in a short peri-
od of time. Hundreds of students and young people 
came to know Christ through the college ministry, 
summer camps, student conferences, bible studies 
and numerous other activities that we were part of. 

Fr. Luke and Pres. Faith opened their home and their 
hearts to us and welcomed everyone just like Christ 
would have. In Albania, we are forever grateful for 
their love and example.   
 

When Fr Luke and Presbytera left their Albanian mis-
sion in 2004, part of my heart left with them.  I never 
thought Iôd see them again and I was going to miss 
them terribly. Who would have ever thought I would 
come to live here in Central MA? But Fr. Luke and 
Pres. Introduced me to my husband, Anestis, and here 
I am every Sunday! When I listen to Fr Lukeôs ser-
mons, I feel like I am hearing them for the first time in 
that small room on my college campus.  Twenty five 
years later, Iôm still in that same church with a bigger 
family, with all of you. Iôm surprised sometimes that 
God loves me so much as to be here with them and 
with you. Thank you, Father Luke and Pres. Faith! 
 

Excerpts from Anestisô Words 
 

First of all, Fr. Luke, let me thank you and Pres. Faith 
blessing me and introducing me to my wonderful 
wife Evis!!! I think I can speak for everyone in saying 
itôs a huge blessing to have you, Presbytera and your 
family with us as our parish priest. This is an honor for 
me and everyone here to call you our spiritual Father... 
 

I know that the Great Commission ñGo and make dis-
ciples of all nationsò has been a guiding principle in 
your lives. It has motivated your original decision to 
do mission work in Kenya and Albania, but also it has 
motivated you to do the work youôve done with us 
here in Websteré You have visited us when we were 
sick or when our loved ones are dying. You and Pres. 
Faith are always offering encouraging words and a lis-
tening ear. You have rejoiced with us during our hap-
py times and comforted us in our sorrows. Your hugs, 
laughter, and smile (even when you had Bells Palsey 
you still tried to smile) brought us closer together as a 
familyé I remember that first banner you put up in 
our church hall - ñWelcome to the Church, the Family 
of God.ò It has been wonderful to see how that banner 
became true in this community. We have become a 
loving family that warmly welcomes everyone who 
walks in the doors of our Church. 
 

What would our lives be like without Fr. Luke and 
Pres. Faith and their family? What would we all be 
missing? I know that everyone could say many won-
derful things theyôve experienced since Father and 
Presbytera have been here.  I feel honored to speak on 
behalf of everyone to express our deep gratitude. 
Thank you very much Father Luke and Pres. Faith! 

The Light - November 2019  

A REFLECTION FROM  
EVIS JORDANOGLOU 

9 



The Light - November 2019  

Looking 
Back Over 
the past 15 
years in 
Webster. 

 

Thank you! 


